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Composer’s  notes

Scenes from a Far-away Land:

Tone poem for Orchestra  (Opus 10)

In 2011 the composer felt that it had become necessary for him to start

writing for the orchestra; previously he had composed chamber music. He

embarked upon another composition, entitled Elegy, but due to technical

difficulties in the orchestration, it was temporarily set aside. An earlier

piano piece, named Samoa, merited the use of multiple instruments and

was thus considered suitable for orchestration.  The instrumentation is for

single winds, two horns, timpani and strings. 

Section A presents the first subject, developed from one musical phrase. In

section B the second subject is shown, which is based on the first subject.

Section C is a canon. In the next section a variation of both subjects is

presented. Section E is written in a synthetic harmony based on the tonic

of C; the scale is: C-Db-Eb-F#-G-A#-B, containing a diminished second,

an augmented fourth (tri-tone) and an augmented sixth interval. These are

all intentionally dissonant intervals. The next four bars are written in C

major, but were originally presented in their enharmonic equivalents as a

joke. Section G also uses a synthetic harmony, as follows,

C#-D-E#-F#-G-Ab-Bb, this chord containing three augmented and three 
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diminished intervals; the melody is based on the second subject. This is

followed by a section in "C minor", but with the fourth degree of the scale

sharpened to F#, which is again an augmented fourth interval. This is

followed by Section H in C major, modulating to the A minor key, with two

independent melodic lines. Another canon in three voices follows in

Section I. There is a vigorous march in section J, followed by the

recapulation of both subjects in the last two sections, now in the key of C

minor. Due to the way in which the subjects were developed from one

musical phrase, the composition is unified.

The work is not programmatic, but seeks to evoke the exoticism and

differences that one experiences when confronted with a far-away land .

Notes for the performers

Accidentals apply conventionally, i.e. only to the current bar and register.
Courtesy accidentals are kept to a minimum; generally only where cross
relations occur.
Tempi need not be strictly observed.

Dr. François P R de Villiers, Pretoria, May 2015.
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