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This Sonata is dedicated to my wife Mariana 
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Composer's notes 

The first movement, 'Teneramente", illustrates the birth and childhood of the Lord 

Jesus. It refers to several hymns and folk songs. The first motif refers to the 

hymn "Gentle Jesus", and the fifth to "Silent Night". Two Afrikaans lullabies, 

"Lamtietie damtietie" and "Slaap Pikaninie" form the third and fourth motifs. 

Original material from sketches around the name "Salvatore" form the second 

motif, as well as the original melodic material for the other two movements. 

In the second movement, "Doloroso", the trial, suffering and death of our Lord is 

invoked. It is based on the setting of Psalm 130 recorded by my namesake, PK de 

Villiers, and Martin Luther's chorale melody "0 Haupt Voll Blut und Wunden". 

Apart from the obvious use of C and E flat minor keys, a section is written in a 

variant E minor key containing a diminished fifth, a tritone, (which expla ins the F 

sharp and the B flat in the same key signature). This (semisynthetic?) harmony 

causes the dominant first interval to be augmented. 

The third movement, "Appassionato", celebrates the Christ's resurrection. It 

opens and closes with Charles Wesley's hymn "Christ the Lord is Risen Today", 

and includes a bravura middle section for piano, with melodic ma terial for the 

violin. The piano hurries through keys from C in rising thirds, through one, two, 

and three sharps, before returning to C major (instead of the logical C sharp 

minor if the cycle were to be completed). 

The bassoon plays no part in the first movement, and contributes to two short 

sections in the third, but really comes to the fore or in the second movement. It is 

assumed that the string player will play the violin in the first and third movements, 

as well as the viola in the second. The violin is on the forefront of most of the first 

movement. The viola has a few moments in the second movement. In the third 

movement, the violin must be very careful to allow the piano to dominate the 

middle bravura section; the violin takes over again in the final section of the third 

movement. 

Dr. Fran<;ois P R de Villiers, Pretoria, 20 10. 
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